Capital Community College 

Description of Core Courses Required for the Social Services Degree 

POLITICAL SCIENCE

POL* 111
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
3

Study of the United States’ national government, including the Constitution, Congress, the presidency, the judiciary, administrative agencies, and political parties, with particular attention to their evolution, organization, and functions.
POL* 112
STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
3

Explanation of the structure and workings of local governments in the United States. Emphasis is placed on the efforts of state and local governments to cope with contemporary social, economic, and political problems.

PSYCHOLOGY

PSY* 105
 GROUP DYNAMICS
3

Theoretical basis of group behavior, including focus on the distinction between content and process variables. Task and maintenance functions of group members are explored. Other topics include concepts of group membership, conformity and deviancy pressures, styles of leadership, and group problem solving and decision making. 
PSY* 111
GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY I
3

Introduction to the basic concepts and methods of psychology. Primary emphasis is placed on the scientific study of human behavior. Topics include: basic physiological processes underlying behavior; states of consciousness; learning and memory; motivation and emotion; stress, health and adjustment; and social psychology. 
PSY* 204
CHILD AND ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT
3

Development of the child from conception through adolescence. Attention focuses on physical, cognitive, social and emotional growth. Both hereditary and environmental influences are considered. 
PSY* 208
PSYCHOLOGY OF ADULT DEVELOPMENT AND AGING
3

A study of behavior dynamics and developmental processes from young adulthood through old age. The physical, cognitive, and psychosocial aspects of aging are studied. 
PSY* 253
MULTICULTURAL ISSUES IN PSYCHOLOGY
3

This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of diversity issues and invite a healthy dialogue on multicultural topics. Emphasis will be placed on the relations between different groups and the impact on the individual members of the group. The course will assist in developing awareness, particularly for those interested in working in multicultural settings, of the varying needs of a pluralistic society. Lectures will be structured to permit open discussion and critical reflection grounded in both personal experience and scholarly readings. Not open for credit to students who have successfully passed PSY* 253 Psychology of Race and Ethnic Relations. 
PSY* 245
ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY
3

In - depth study of abnormal behavior. Topics include theoretical perspectives of abnormality, classification systems (DSM - IV), and the prevalent groups of disorders: anxiety, personality, schizophrenic, mood, psychoactive substance, and developmental. Stress and psychophysiological symptoms are discussed, as are maladaptive behaviors of childhood and adolescence, and brain disorders and aging. 
SOCIOLOGY

SOC* 101
PRINCIPLES OF SOCIOLOGY
3

Basic sociology principles as they apply to culture, personality, group structures, and major social institutions. 
SOC* 117
MINORITIES IN THE U.S.
3

Attention is paid to the history, social conditions, and ideology of prominent minority groups in order to better understand the dynamics of contemporary intergroup relations.
SOC* 123
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION
3

Social needs of the community and organizational efforts undertaken by both governmental and private organizations to meet these needs. Guest speakers and visits are used to understand the network of community organizations operating in the local area.
SOC* 201
CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES
3

Systematic analysis of selected social problems that pertain to contemporary American social structure, with emphasis upon sociological concepts and theories. Race relations, urbanization, crime, population, drug addiction, and the welfare state. 
SOC* 235
INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL WELFARE 
3

Services and techniques used in providing for public welfare are studied. Emphasis is placed on historical development of social services, extent of private and governmental participation in providing social services, and major processes associated with the field. Speakers and visits are used to survey existing services in the Greater Hartford area.
SOC* 210
SOCIOLOGY OF THE FAMILY
3

Development of the family as an institution with emphasis on patterns and problems of family relationships. Cultural variations in the American family and urban family problems are examined. 
