CAPITAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Course Outline for Sociology 230: Introduction to Social Welfare 

Spring 2002 

Meeting Time/Day: Tues. & Thurs. 1:00-2:20pm
       

Email: Jricardo@ccc.commnet.edu  


      Telephone: (860) 520-7954

Office Hours:
 Tues. & Thurs. 11-1pm in Office 165      Instructor: Jose Ricardo-Rivera

Course Description

This course will introduce students to services and techniques used in providing public welfare. Emphasis will be placed on the historical development of social services, public and private agencies as social service providers, and research of services provided to the residents of Greater Hartford. Myths and facts about social welfare will be discussed and resources and solutions will be examined. Students will study the relationship between helping efforts and the political, economic, educational, and family structures of society. 

Course Content and Scope 

This course will be divided into four units: 

Unit 1: History of Social Welfare Policy (Chapters 1 & 2) 

This unit examines contemporary views of government and the economic system, and general value systems and their relationship to social welfare. Students will learn about the history of social welfare policy in the United States. We will look at the definition of social welfare and critically analyze its function in contemporary society. This unit concludes with an examination of conservative, liberal and radical approaches to the management of the social welfare system. 

Unit 2: Social Work: A Response to Social Need (Chapters 3, 4, & 5)

This unit explores the social work profession. Students will be introduced to the concept of professionalism and the pursuit of professional status has meant for social work. The history of the professional is examined light of that pursuit. This unit also describes the effects of different political perspectives on the development of social work as well as the important topic of values, ethics, and ethical dilemmas in social work practice. 

Unit 3: Social Welfare Policy and Its Response to Poverty (7, 8 & 9) 

This unit deals with the topic of poverty as the central social welfare problem. We will examine the complex topic of measuring and defining poverty, the poverty population in the United States, major theories of the causes of poverty, and the historical presentation of the development of antipoverty programs. 

Unit 4: Social Welfare and Services (Chapters 10, 11, 13,)

The remainder of this class will be devoted to a comprehensive discussion of major areas of social welfare. These include child welfare, crime and delinquency, mental health and developmental disability. Each of these special topic chapters relates varying political perspectives to theory and practice in particular areas. 

Objectives, Outcomes, and Assessment

	Learning Objectives 
	Learning Outcomes 
	Assessment Methods 

	To demonstrate an understanding of:
	Student will:
	As measured by:

	1. Salient past and present efforts to deal with social services. 
	Write and read about the historical development of social services in America. 
	Exams, research paper, and reading assignments.

	2. Social welfare as a system designed to serve people, human need, and society.
	Examine and discuss historical events that have influenced social service development. Identify social factors that lead individuals to seek human services. 
	Reading assignments and exams. 

	3. Explore the nature of social work as a profession. 
	Discuss and analyze the many roles social workers employ to conduct their services. 
	Reading assignments, paper assignment, exams, and discussion groups. 

	4. Social work intervention methods.
	Read and discuss social work theories and practices.
	Reading assignment and exams. 

	5. Identify major pieces of legislation that have created major impact in the way federal, state and local governments have approached provision of social services. 
	Read, discuss and analyze legislation. 
	Reading assignments, exams and research paper. 

	6. Understand the social forces that promote discrimination and poverty.
	Read, discuss in groups and identify the social forces responsible for human need.
	Reading assignments, research paper and discussion groups. 


Additional Information

Students who have special needs or who have a disability should self-identify with an academic counselor. This will allow the college to make an effort to accommodate special needs students. 

Required Textbooks

Popple, Philip and Leslie Leighninger. (2002) Social Work, Social Welfare and American Society.  Allyn & Bacon: Boston, Mass. 

Required Work and Methods of Grading/Evaluation

There are four major requirements for the successful completion of this course: attend lectures, participate actively and thoughtfully in class discussions, and receive passing grades on exams and assignments. 

On a 200 point system (200 points are a perfect 100% grade), the grading will break down as follows: 
Class Participation & Attendance 
            10 points 




Unit 1 Exam 



            20 points 




Unit 2 Exam 



            20 points 



            Unit 3 Exam                                                    20 points 


                        Unit 4 Exam 



            20 points 




2-page writing assignment 

            20 points 




Social Work web site evaluation-final exam 
40 points 




Learning By Doing Assignments 

50 points 








Total Points   200 points 

Please note that all must be completed in order to receive a passing grade.  An incomplete cannot be granted for this course all work must be completed by May 14, 2002. 

Assignments: 

1. Exams (4 unit exams) will be composed of multiple choice and short essay questions. Exams will be based on the text, reading assignments, and class lectures. If a student is absent on the day of an exam he/she will not be able to make up the exam. There are no make up exams. 
2. 2-page writing assignment will be discussed in class. 

3. Learning By Doing (LBD) are assignments that enhance the learning process. Students will be asked to complete and submit various assignments that reinforce social work concepts, methods and skills. Further explanation regarding assignments will be provided to students in class. 

Attendance and Class Participation 

Students are expected to attend all classes. Students are allowed to miss up to 1 class session. If a student misses more than 1 class session, the students should expect a variable grade reduction of 5 points per session missed from the final grade. Students will exercise active learning at all times, this means student must come prepared to class and participate in all class activities. If a student is going to be absent she/he must call the instructor at 520-7954 or send an email message to Jricardo@ccc.commnet.edu. 

Methods of Instruction 

This is a highly interactive course using discussion, some lecture, film, class presentations, as well as small group and large group discussions. Students are responsible for reading chapters and related assigned materials prior to class. Thoughtful, relevant student participation in class is an important aspect of the class and is a part of the final course grade.

Course Outline 

Unit 1: History of Social Welfare Policy (Chapters 1 & 2)

Session 1
1/22
Lecture: Review goals and objectives




Discussion on Common Writing Assignment 





Assignment: Read Chapter 1 




Identify an article in a newspaper and bring to class. 

Session 2
1/24
Lecture: Competing Perspectives on Social Welfare 





Newspaper article discussion





Assignment: Continue reading Chapter 1 

Session 3
1/29
Lecture: Competing Perspectives on Social Welfare 




Assignment: Read Chapter 2 

Session 4
1/31
Lecture: Social Welfare: Basic Concepts 




Assignment: Read Chapter 2 

Session 5 
2/5
Lecture: Social Welfare: Basic Concepts 




Assignment: Study for Unit 1 Exam 

Session 6
2/7
UNIT 1 EXAM (Chapters 1 & 2) 




Assignment: Read Chapter 3 

UNIT 2: Social Work: A Response to Social Need (Chapters 3, 4, & 5)

Session 7
2/12
Lecture: Social Work as a Profession 




Assignment: Read Chapter 3 




Visit the National Association of Social Workers Web Site 




www.naswdc.org 

Session 8 
2/14
Lecture: Discussion on NASW web site 




Social Work as a Profession 




Assignment: Read Chapter 4 

Session 9 
2/19
Lecture: Generalist Social Work Practice 




Assignment: Read Chapter 4 




Using the Internet identify one BSW program in Connecticut. 




Print out information pages and bring to class. 

Session 10
2/21
Lecture: Generalist Social Work Practice 




Assignment: Read Chapter 5 

Session 11
2/26
Lecture: Responses to Human Diversity 




Assignment: Read Chapter 5 

Session 12
2/28
Lecture: Responses to Human Diversity 




Assignment: Study for Unit 2 Exam 

Session 13
3/5
UNIT 2 EXAM (Chapters 3,4, & 5) 




Assignment: Read Chapter 7 

Unit 3: Social Welfare Policy and Its Response to Poverty (7, 8 & 9)
Session 14
3/7
Lecture: Poverty-The Central Concept 




Assignment: Read Chapter 7 

Session 15 
3/12
Lecture: Poverty-The Central Concept 




Assignment: Read Chapter 8 

Session 16
3/14
Lecture: The Nature and Causes of Poverty 




Assignment: Read Chapter 8 

Session 17 
3/19
Lecture: The Nature and Causes of Poverty 




Assignment: Read Chapter 9 

Session 18 
3/21
Lecture: The Development of Anti-poverty Programs 




Assignment: Read Ruth Sidel to completion 




2 page assignment on Sidel due 4/2 

Session 19
4/2
Lecture: Ruth Sidel 




Assignment: Read Chapter 9 

Session 20
4/4
Lecture: The Development of Anti-Poverty Programs 




Assignment: Study for Unit 3 Exam

Session 21
4/9
UNIT 3 EXAM (Chapters 7, 8 & 9)  




Assignment: Read Chapter 10

Unit 4: Social Welfare and Services (Chapters 10, 11, 13,)
Session 22
4/11
Lecture: Child Welfare  




Assignment: Read Chapter 10 

Session 23 
4/16
Lecture: Child Welfare 




Assignment: Read Chapter 11

Session 24 
4/23
Lecture: Crime and Justice 




Assignment: Read Chapter 11 

Session 25 
4/25 
Lecture: Crime and Justice 




Assignment: Read Chapter 13 

Session 26 
4/30
Lecture: Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities 




Assignment: Read Chapter 13 

Session 27 
5/2
Lecture: Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities 




Assignment: Study for Unit 4 Exam 

Session 28
5/7 
UNIT 4 EXAM (Chapters 10, 11 & 13) 




Assignment: Social Work Web Site Paper/Evaluation due 5/14 

Session 29
5/9
Individual Meetings with Students to discuss portfolio 

Session 30 
5/14
EVALUATION PAPER DUE 

